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01. Introduction & KDP Cover Strategy

Why Cover Design Dictates KDP Success

On Amazon KDP, your cover is your single most important marketing asset. When potential buyers browse search

results on mobile devices or desktop screens, your cover is rendered as a small thumbnail (roughly 100x150

pixels). If the focal point is unclear or overloaded with detail, buyers will scroll past your listing.

The 3 Golden Rules for High-CTR Amazon Thumbnails

The Top 30% Negative Space Rule: Always leave the upper third of the artwork clean, uncluttered, or softly

gradient-filled. This ensures your book title text is crisp and legible without obscuring the character's face.

High Emotion & Expressive Focal Point: Children's book buyers respond instantly to strong character

emotions—wonder, joy, curiosity, or hilarity. Keep the subject close-up and centered.

Vibrant Color Separation: Avoid dark mudded tones. High contrast between foreground characters and

background lighting ensures your book pops against Amazon's white background.

Avoiding Common AI Generation Pitfalls

Never ask AI generators to render typography directly onto the cover art unless using advanced models like

Ideogram 2.0. In almost all cases, generate art-only covers and add high-end vector typography using Canva,

Adobe Photoshop, or InDesign. This avoids garbled letters and guarantees print-ready crispness.

• 

• 

• 

https://fair.darekdari.com/ Page 2 of 14



Category 1: Cute Animal Children's Books

01 Little Bear's Forest Discovery

Best Use Case: Forest adventure, nature exploration, early readers Target Age: 3–6 years

AI Style: Soft digital storybook with painterly brushwork Tools: Midjourney v6, DALL-E 3, Leonardo AI

Children's book cover illustration featuring an adorable fluffy baby bear cub wearing a 

tiny bright yellow raincoat, looking up in awe at glowing golden butterflies. Set in an 

enchanted forest with giant mossy oak trees and soft warm sunlight filtering through the 

canopy. Soft digital storybook illustration style, warm color palette of emerald green, 

sunshine yellow, and warm oak brown. High contrast, clear focal point, close-up character 

framing. Clean empty space at the top 30 percent of the cover for title text. Professional 

Amazon KDP cover composition, cinematic lighting, 8k resolution.

Customization Tip: Replace "baby bear cub" with a fox pup, deer fawn, or baby raccoon depending on your story

protagonist.

02 The Curious Fox's Secret Garden

Best Use Case: Garden mystery, curiosity, friendship stories Target Age: 4–8 years

AI Style: Gouache & colored pencil illustration Tools: Midjourney v6, Ideogram 2.0

Charming children's book cover depicting a curious little red fox with big expressive green 

eyes peeking out from a bed of vibrant giant sunflowers and wild daisies. The fox has an 

ecstatic, joyous expression. Vibrant gouache and colored pencil art style, rich textures, 

bright sky blue and deep orange color scheme. Focused foreground, soft blurred background. 

Open, clean pastel blue sky at the top quarter of the image dedicated for text placement. 

Optimized for KDP thumbnail visibility, professional children's publisher quality.

Customization Tip: Change sunflowers to autumn leaves or cherry blossoms to align with your story's seasonal setting.
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03 The Playful Puppy's Park Dash

Best Use Case: Pet adventures, humor, playful daily routines Target Age: 2–5 years

AI Style: Bold modern vector art with soft shadows Tools: DALL-E 3, Adobe Firefly, Leonardo AI

A joyful children's book cover illustration of a cute golden retriever puppy running 

happily through a sunny city park with a red ball in its mouth. The puppy's ears are flying 

in the wind with a comical happy face. Dynamic motion line effects, flat vector art style 

with gentle soft shadows, cheerful primary colors including bright sky blue, lawn green, 

and warm gold. Simple background composition. Top third of the cover features clear 

gradient sky space for title text, high contrast visual hierarchy for KDP print.

Customization Tip: Change the dog breed to a French Bulldog, Dalmatian, or Beagle for niche series targeting specific pet

lovers.

04 A Bunny's Springtime Meadow

Best Use Case: Easter tales, seasonal stories, gentle animal fables Target Age: 3–7 years

AI Style: Whimsical soft pastel watercolor Tools: Midjourney v6, Adobe Firefly

Whimsical children's book cover image featuring a fluffy white bunny holding a giant 

painted easter egg in a rolling green springtime meadow filled with lavender and pink 

tulips. Expression of pure wonder and happiness. Whimsical soft watercolor art style, 

pastel color palette with soft blush pink, mint green, and pale lavender. Center-focused 

character illustration. The upper half has light airy sky background left completely empty 

for book title placement, high resolution, optimal KDP thumbnail readability.

Customization Tip: Add a secondary sidekick character like a tiny ladybug on the bunny's nose for added charm.

05 The Brave Little Elephant

Best Use Case: Courage, overcoming obstacles, jungle adventures Target Age: 4–8 years

AI Style: Rich painterly digital art Tools: Midjourney v6, ChatGPT Image, Leonardo AI

Inspiring children's book cover illustration featuring a tiny baby elephant standing 

heroically on a river rock, raising its trunk under a dramatic colorful rainbow. The 

elephant looks confident and determined. Rich painterly digital art style, glowing sunset 

light with warm coral, gold, and deep blue hues. Strong silhouette contrast, central 

character focus. Clean sky and cloud layout at the top 35 percent of the image designed 

specifically for text placement. High-impact KDP book cover design.

Customization Tip: Ideal for self-esteem and resilience storybooks. Keep the rainbow background high in contrast.
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Category 2: Fantasy & Magical Adventure Books

06 The Dragon Who Loved Starlight

Best Use Case: Bedtime fantasy, mythical creatures, bedtime tales Target Age: 5–9 years

AI Style: Fantasy digital storybook illustration Tools: Midjourney v6, Leonardo AI

Captivating children's book cover showing a friendly, small baby violet dragon sitting on a 

mossy cliff, cradling a glowing yellow star in its paws. Expressive wide eyes filled with 

amazement. Fantasy digital storybook style, deep indigo night sky contrast against vibrant 

glowing gold and purple. Cinematic soft lighting, atmospheric depth. Upper area features 

dark smooth night sky clear of objects to allow light-colored title overlay. KDP thumbnail 

optimized, high visual interest.

Customization Tip: Use bright yellow or white text when adding the book title over the deep indigo sky background.

07 The Secret Treehouse Portal

Best Use Case: Magic portals, sibling/friendship adventures, mystery Target Age: 6–10 years

AI Style: Cinematic digital fantasy illustration Tools: Midjourney v6, DALL-E 3

Exciting fantasy children's book cover depicting two young adventurous kids, a boy and a 

girl, standing inside a wooden treehouse looking into a swirling golden magical portal. 

Amazed facial expressions, backlit by radiant warm magic light. Richly detailed cinematic 

art style, vibrant turquoise, amber, and rich wood tone colors. Wide focal perspective, 

clean centered framing. The top tree canopy area leaves negative space for title design, 

professional KDP self-publishing quality.

Customization Tip: Specify character hair colors or skin tones to match your exact book leads.

08 The Little Witch's Glowing Potion

Best Use Case: Halloween, magic school, playful fantasy Target Age: 5–8 years

AI Style: Playful stylized digital storybook art Tools: Midjourney v6, Ideogram 2.0

A cute children's book cover illustration of a little young witch girl with oversized round 

glasses stirring a bubbling pink glittery potion in a cauldron. She is laughing cheerfully 

as magic bubbles float around her. Playful stylized illustration art style, bright magenta, 

lime green, and midnight purple color scheme. Strong focal point on character's face. Top 

30 percent contains clear attic room background suitable for dark or light title 

typography. KDP print ready visual standard.

Customization Tip: Add a cute black cat or a sleeping owl resting on a shelf nearby.
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09 The Underwater Mermaid Kingdom

Best Use Case: Ocean discovery, mermaids, marine life Target Age: 4–8 years

AI Style: Whimsical ocean watercolor digital art Tools: Midjourney v6, DALL-E 3, Adobe Firefly

Enchanting children's book cover showing a cheerful young mermaid with flowing coral-pink 

hair swimming alongside a friendly sea turtle in a bright coral reef. Sunbeams piercing 

through crystal clear blue water. Whimsical ocean illustration style, turquoise, 

aquamarine, and bright coral color palette. Dynamic composition with strong foreground 

subjects. Clean water surface area at the top reserved for book title text overlay. High 

contrast, optimized for Amazon KDP search results.

Customization Tip: Excellent for sea conservation or marine friendship stories.

10 The Star-Chaser's Cosmic Quest

Best Use Case: Space adventure, dreaming big, cosmic fantasy Target Age: 6–10 years

AI Style: Dreamy cosmic digital illustration Tools: Midjourney v6, Leonardo AI

Action-packed children's book cover depicting a courageous young girl wearing a retro space 

helmet riding a glowing golden shooting star across a galaxy filled with friendly cartoon 

planets. Exhilarating and joyful expression. Dreamy cosmic illustration style, deep space 

navy blue, bright yellow, and hot pink accents. High contrast rim lighting. Top section 

features a clean dark starfield area ideal for bold white title fonts, professional KDP 

publication standard.

Customization Tip: Replace the shooting star with a rocket ship or paper airplane powered by star magic.
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Category 3: Educational Children's Books

11 Dino Explorers: Time Travel Journey

Best Use Case: Dinosaur facts, history, science adventure Target Age: 5–9 years

AI Style: Vibrant 2D digital storybook illustration Tools: DALL-E 3, Midjourney v6

Educational children's book cover illustration featuring a curious young boy holding a 

magnifying glass next to a friendly, smiling green Brachiosaurus in a lush prehistoric 

jungle. Cheerful learning atmosphere. Vibrant 2D digital art style, vivid primary green, 

sunshine yellow, and cobalt blue. Bold outlines, clear character shapes. Top sky area is 

bright open blue with simple clouds, leaving perfect space for book title layout. KDP 

thumbnail optimized composition.

Customization Tip: Swap the Brachiosaurus for a T-Rex or Triceratops depending on the featured species.

12 The Little Scientist's Kitchen Lab

Best Use Case: STEM activities, home science experiments, learning Target Age: 6–10 years

AI Style: Clean comic-storybook hybrid style Tools: Ideogram 2.0, DALL-E 3

Fun STEM children's book cover depicting a young girl with safety goggles gleefully 

launching a baking soda volcano in a cozy kitchen. Colorful foam splatters safely into the 

air. Clean cartoon illustration style, bright crisp lighting, teal, orange, and white color 

theme. Focused low-angle perspective emphasizing the excitement of science. The upper 

kitchen wall background is smooth and clear, designed for easy title text placement. High 

quality for KDP print on demand.

Customization Tip: Great for DIY activity books or elementary school science guides.

13 Counting ABCs in the Jungle

Best Use Case: Alphabet learning, early numbers, toddler education Target Age: 2–5 years

AI Style: Flat graphic art with subtle wood textures Tools: Adobe Firefly, Midjourney v6

Early learning children's book cover featuring a smiling monkey, toucan, and tiger cub 

sitting together holding large colorful wooden letter blocks "A B C". Friendly and 

welcoming expressions. Flat graphic illustration style with soft subtle wood textures, 

bright sunlit jungle palette featuring lime green, orange, and golden yellow. High graphic 

simplicity for small screens. Top area features clean, light sunlit sky for large bold 

title text. Amazon KDP optimized thumbnail design.

Customization Tip: Swap the "ABC" blocks for "1 2 3" blocks if publishing a counting book.
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14 How Do Plants Grow?

Best Use Case: Biology, gardening, nature science for kids Target Age: 4–8 years

AI Style: Soft digital storybook illustration Tools: DALL-E 3, Midjourney v6

Charming educational children's book cover depicting a young boy and girl watering a 

glowing green sprout in a garden, with a friendly cartoon sun smiling down on them. Curious 

and happy expressions. Soft digital storybook illustration with high color clarity, earth 

tones blended with bright sky blue and leaf green. Clean visual hierarchy. Top third of the 

cover consists of clear sunny sky for title positioning, professional KDP publishing 

quality.

Customization Tip: Add gardening tools like a tiny red trowel or watering can in the foreground.

15 The Solar System Space Cadet

Best Use Case: Astronomy, space facts, STEM learning Target Age: 5–9 years

AI Style: Modern vector storybook illustration Tools: Ideogram 2.0, Leonardo AI

Vibrant educational children's book cover showing a young child in a crisp white spacesuit 

floating in space, surrounded by cute stylized planets with Saturn prominent in the 

foreground. Thrilled and amazed facial expression. Modern vector storybook illustration, 

deep dark violet space background with glowing colorful planets in orange, blue, and red. 

Clean layout with dark negative space at the top dedicated for vibrant title text. KDP 

cover specs compliant.

Customization Tip: Use neon title text colors (cyan or bright yellow) to stand out against deep violet space.
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Category 4: Bedtime & Emotional Story Books

16 Where Do Dreams Go?

Best Use Case: Bedtime lullaby, night imagination, peaceful sleep Target Age: 2–5 years

AI Style: Dreamy pastel digital painting Tools: Midjourney v6, DALL-E 3

Peaceful children's book cover showing a toddler sleeping soundly in a crescent moon bed 

floating through a starry sky surrounded by soft glowing clouds and sleeping stars. Serene, 

comforting expression. Whimsical dreamy pastel digital painting style, muted midnight blue, 

soft lavender, and warm glowing cream colors. Soft lighting effects, magical quiet 

ambiance. Top half contains dark, uncluttered night sky designed specifically for light 

title text overlay. KDP optimized for high CTR.

Customization Tip: Replace the sleeping child with a cozy sleeping puppy or bunny if desired.

17 The Sleepy Little Owl's Moonlit Branch

Best Use Case: Nighttime routines, overcoming fear of the dark Target Age: 1–4 years

AI Style: Textured gouache illustration Tools: Midjourney v6, Adobe Firefly

Cozy bedtime children's book cover featuring a tiny sleepy baby owl yawning on a tree 

branch illuminated by a full golden moon. Soft, endearing expression with drooping eyelids. 

Textured gouache illustration style, warm dark navy, gold, and soft warm brown color 

palette. Gentle depth of field with simple background. The upper moonlit sky provides a 

smooth background for clean book title presentation. Professional KDP print-ready format.

Customization Tip: Add a parent owl wrapping a wing around the baby owl for family-focused stories.

18 The Boy Who Shared His Umbrella

Best Use Case: Kindness, empathy, sharing, social-emotional learning Target Age: 4–8 years

AI Style: Soft digital watercolor artwork Tools: DALL-E 3, Midjourney v6

Heartwarming children's book cover showing a kind young boy holding a bright yellow 

umbrella over a small shivering stray kitten during a gentle rainy afternoon. Compassionate 

and sweet facial expressions. Soft digital watercolor illustration style, cozy rain-slicked 

pastel background with vibrant contrast on the yellow umbrella. High emotional resonance. 

The upper sky area is a soft light gray rain wash, giving clean background space for title 

placement. KDP cover design ready.

Customization Tip: High emotional impact drives fast conversions in emotional learning categories.
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19 It's Okay to Feel Shy

Best Use Case: Introversion, making friends, emotional confidence Target Age: 4–8 years

AI Style: Modern gentle digital storybook style Tools: Midjourney v6, Ideogram 2.0

Relatable emotional health children's book cover depicting a gentle little girl peeking 

softly from behind a colorful flower bush, watching children play happily in the distance. 

Gentle, shy yet hopeful expression. Soft modern digital storybook style, warm pastel 

palette with soft rose pink, warm yellow, and muted teal. Close focus on the girl's 

expressive eyes. Top section of the cover is a soft blurred sky background tailored for 

title positioning, ideal for KDP search visibility.

Customization Tip: Keep the facial expression subtle and endearing to resonate with parents and educators.

20 Goodnight, Cozy Cottage

Best Use Case: Bedtime routines, home comfort, winter sleepiness Target Age: 2–6 years

AI Style: Classic nostalgic storybook illustration Tools: Midjourney v6, Leonardo AI

Comforting bedtime children's book cover illustration of a small fairytale cottage nestled 

in a snowy forest under a sky full of gentle falling snowflakes and a bright warm moon. 

Warm golden light shining from the cottage windows. Classic storybook style, deep indigo, 

forest green, and glowing golden yellow. High atmospheric cozy feeling. The upper sky area 

provides ample negative space for title design, optimized for Amazon KDP print publication 

standards.

Customization Tip: Perfect for holiday sales or winter bedtime story collections.
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Category 5: Modern Pixar-like 3D Children's Covers

21 3D Robot Friend's Big Adventure

Best Use Case: Modern sci-fi, friendship, problem-solving Target Age: 5–9 years

AI Style: High-end 3D animated film render (Pixar/DreamWorks style) Tools: Midjourney v6, DALL-E 3, Leonardo AI

Stunning 3D animated movie style children's book cover featuring a cute, rounded white and 

teal robot with big shiny blue glowing eyes holding hands with a young smiling boy. Set on 

a vibrant futuristic city street. Pixar 3D digital animation style, raytraced subsurface 

scattering lighting, octane render quality, vivid rich colors. Dynamic camera angle. Upper 

background features clean gradient sky for clear title placement. Excellent contrast for 

Amazon KDP mobile thumbnails.

Customization Tip: Emphasize "subsurface scattering" and "octane render" for ultra-smooth 3D character skin and metal

textures.

22 The Supercharged Go-Kart Racer

Best Use Case: Racing, determination, sports, competition Target Age: 6–10 years

AI Style: Dynamic 3D character render Tools: Midjourney v6, Ideogram 2.0

High-energy 3D children's book cover depicting a brave young girl wearing a red racing 

helmet driving a colorful custom go-kart down a sunny winding racetrack. Exhilarating grin 

with hair blowing behind her. Modern 3D digital animation render style, vibrant saturated 

primary colors, soft cinematic blur on background trees. Sharp focal point on driver. Upper 

third of image features clear blue sky reserved for book title layout. High click-through 

rate KDP design.

Customization Tip: Swap the go-kart for a skateboard, rocket scooter, or bicycle.
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23 3D Kitten's Magical Yarn Mystery

Best Use Case: Playful mystery, cat humor, mischief Target Age: 3–7 years

AI Style: Plush stylized 3D animation art Tools: Midjourney v6, DALL-E 3

Adorable 3D children's book cover illustration showing a chubby fluffy calico kitten 

tangled in giant colorful glowing balls of yarn in a cozy living room. Surprised and 

comical expression with wide cute eyes. Disney-Pixar 3D animation style, plush fur texture 

render, warm cozy studio lighting with rich pinks, purples, and golden light. Centered 

composition. Upper background wall is smooth and clutter-free for title text. KDP digital/

print publishing ready.

Customization Tip: Focus on "plush fur texture render" to get ultra-soft cat fur details.

24 The Tiny Astronaut's First Jump

Best Use Case: Courage, space exploration, big dreams Target Age: 4–8 years

AI Style: Cinematic 3D animated render Tools: Midjourney v6, Leonardo AI

Inspiring 3D children's book cover illustration of a small chubby kid astronaut bouncing 

high above a cute miniature moon crater, floating towards a colorful cartoon Earth in the 

background. Cheerful screaming joyful expression. High quality 3D animation film render, 

smooth plastic and fabric textures, cinematic rim lighting, deep space dark blue background 

contrasted with bright turquoise Earth. Top half designed with dark clean space for title 

placement. Optimized KDP thumbnail.

Customization Tip: Vibrant color contrast between bright suit and space background yields high CTR.

25 The Little Chef's Flying Pizza

Best Use Case: Cooking, family humor, chaotic kitchen fun Target Age: 5–9 years

AI Style: Expressive 3D character design Tools: DALL-E 3, Midjourney v6

Hilarious 3D children's book cover featuring a young boy wearing a chef hat watching in 

amazement as a pizza dough tosses high into the air, spinning with glowing cheese and 

flying pepperoni slices. Wide-eyed comical shocked expression. Modern 3D digital character 

render, vibrant warm kitchen lighting, bright tomato red, cheese yellow, and chef white 

color scheme. Sharp subject clarity. Top area leaves clean space on the kitchen wall for 

title text. High conversion KDP cover art.

Customization Tip: Replace pizza with flying pancakes, birthday cake, or giant cookies.
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Category 6: Watercolor, Hand-drawn & Classic Illustration Styles

26 Beatrix Potter Inspired Rabbit Tale

Best Use Case: Traditional fables, heritage garden stories Target Age: 3–7 years

AI Style: Vintage ink and watercolor wash Tools: Midjourney v6, Adobe Firefly

Classic vintage children's book cover illustration of a little rabbit wearing a miniature 

blue jacket, nibbling a red radish inside a charming English cottage garden. Nostalgic, 

gentle facial expression. Beatrix Potter inspired style, fine ink linework, soft delicate 

watercolor washes, muted earth tones, sage green, and warm beige background paper texture. 

Traditional storybook framing. Clean negative space at the top of the vintage paper for 

elegant title typography. Perfect for classic KDP books.

Customization Tip: Outstanding choice for classic heritage or heirloom children's stories.

27 The Wind in the Willows River Boat

Best Use Case: Classics, river nature adventures, animal friendships Target Age: 5–9 years

AI Style: Classic antique book illustration style Tools: Midjourney v6, Leonardo AI

Nostalgic children's book cover showing a water vole and a small bear rowing a wooden 

rowboat along a calm river lined with weeping willow trees. Sunbeams catching the gentle 

water ripples. Classic hand-drawn illustration style, detailed cross-hatching, warm 

watercolor glazes, deep forest green, amber, and sky blue palette. Rich literary aesthetic. 

Upper river bank foliage provides clean backdrop for book title layout. Professional KDP 

design standard.

Customization Tip: Use serif fonts (like Garamond or Baskerville) for titles on classic style covers.

28 Soft Gouache Rainy Day Tea Party

Best Use Case: Indoor imagination, rainy day activities, friendship Target Age: 3–6 years

AI Style: Modern gouache with visible hand-painted strokes Tools: DALL-E 3, Midjourney v6

Cozy children's book cover illustration of two young girls having a pretend tea party with 

stuffed teddy bears inside a warm bedroom while rain falls outside the window. Smiling, 

happy expressions. Matte gouache paint illustration style, rich flat colors with subtle 

hand-painted paper grain, mustard yellow, dusty rose, and muted navy. Flat high-contrast 

visual depth. Top wall region clear of objects for bold text overlay. KDP publishing 

optimized format.

Customization Tip: Visible paint stroke textures add high-end indie publishing charm.
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29 Whimsical Ink & Watercolor Treehouse

Best Use Case: Outdoor play, secret hideouts, creative adventures Target Age: 5–8 years

AI Style: Loose whimsical ink sketch with watercolor splashes Tools: Midjourney v6, Ideogram 2.0

Whimsical children's book cover depicting a massive fantastical treehouse built inside a 

sprawling ancient oak tree, with tiny lanterns hanging from branches and kids looking out 

windows. Joyous atmosphere. Loose dip-pen ink sketch with vibrant loose watercolor washes, 

bright sky blue, emerald green, and lantern warm gold. High artistic charm. Top foliage and 

open sky reserved for clean book title placement. Amazon KDP thumbnail ready art.

Customization Tip: Loose watercolor splashes provide a modern hand-crafted aesthetic.

30 Pastel Crayon Forest Picnic

Best Use Case: Toddler books, early childhood, sharing stories Target Age: 2–5 years

AI Style: Colored pencil and oil pastel crayon texture Tools: Adobe Firefly, Midjourney v6, DALL-E 3

Sweet children's book cover showing a group of friendly woodland animals (deer, squirrel, 

hedgehog) sharing a picnic blanket covered in apples and berries. Expressive, cute smiling 

faces. Hand-drawn colored pencil and oil pastel crayon texture art style, soft textured 

strokes, cheery pastel colors including buttery yellow, mint green, and soft coral. High 

visual charm for toddlers. Sky section light and open for clear title placement. KDP cover 

optimization complete.

Customization Tip: Crayon textures resonate strongly with toddler book buyers and preschool educators.
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